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Penelitian ini berkenaan tentang panggilan kepedulian terhadap pemanasan global dalam 
The World According to Anna novel karya Jostein Gaarder yang dianalisis menggunakan 
pendekatan sosiologi. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui indicator dan 
dampak dari pemanasan global, untuk mengetahui bagaimana Jostein Gaarder 
menggambarkan panggilan kepedulian terhadap pemanasan global di novelnya, dan 
untuk mengetahui alasan Jostein Gaarder menambahkan kasus pemanasan global di 
novelnya. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif. Data primer dari penelitian ini 
adalah novel karya Jostein Gaarder yang berjudul The World According to Anna yang 
diterbitkan pada tahun 2015, sementara data sekunder dari penelitian ini adalah buku-
buku, jurnal-jurnal, internet dan sumber lain yang mendukung analisis penelitian. Hasil 
dari penelitian ini yang pertama adalah terdapat tiga indicator dan empat dampak dari 
pemanasan global yang ditemukan di dalam novel. Kedua, panggilan kepedulian 
terhadap pemanasan global digambarkan di novel ini melalui karakter, tempat, kejadian, 
dan diksi. Ketiga, alasan Jostein Gaarder menyisipkan pemanasan global di novel ini 
adalah untuk memperlihatkan bahaya pemanasan global dan mengajak pembaca untuk 
turut prihatin terhadap pemanasan global. Selain itu untuk menyampaikan pesan kepada 
pembaca untuk mulai menjaga lingkungan dan mengurangi aktifitas yang membuat 
bumi menjadi rusak. 
Kata Kunci: pemanasan global, Jostein Gaarder, Perspektif Sosiologis 
 
ABSTRACT 
This study is about A Call for Concern in Global Warming in Jostein Gaarder’s The 
World According to Anna (2015) which is analyzed by using sociological approach. The 
objectives of this study are to know indicators and impact of global warming in the 
novel, to know depiction of a call for concern in global warming in the novel, to know 
the reason why Jostein Gaarder addressed a call for concern in global warming in the 
novel. This novel belongs to qualitative research. The primary data source of this study 
is novel entitled The World According to Anna. Secondary data sources are the books, 
journals, internet and other sources that support the analysis. The findings of this 
research are as following. First, there are three indicators of global warming and four 
impacts of global warming. Three indicators of global warming are rising temperature, 
sea level, and melting ice and snow. Four impacts of global warming are environmental 
degradation, climate change, decreasing food and destruction of natural ecosystem. 
Second, a call for concern in global warming is depicted in the novel through the 
characters, setting, events and diction. The last is the reason why Jostein Gaarder 
addressed a call for concern in global warming in his novel such as to reveal the 
dangerous of global warming, to invite the reader to concern with global warming, to 
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convey a message to the readers to start saving environment and reducing activities that 
can damage earth. 
Keywords: Global Warming, Jostein Gaarder, Sociological perspective, The World 
According to Anna novel 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
This research is about a call for concern in global warming in The World 
According to Anna novel by Jostein Gaarder. There are several researches conducted on 
this novel using different issues and theories, such as the research of “A Portrait of 
Environmentalist in Jostein Gaarder’s The World According to Anna” by using Greg 
Garrard’s Ecocriticism theory as the main theory and new criticism as the supporting 
theory (Akbar, 2016). The other is research on The World According to Anna novel 
translated into Indonesian “Dunia Anna”; the research was entitled Analisis Novel 
Dunia Anna karya Jostein Gaarder Menggunakan Teori Interpretasi Mimpi (1988) oleh 
Sigmund Freud (Hadiningsih, 2016). 
In recent years, the concept of global warming seems to be “monster” which has 
been attacking the international community of scientists and many state governments. 
Scholars (IPCC,1992 in Ren and Lin, 2001:411) believe that greenhouse gases, emitted 
through various human activities, have been causing the current climate warming. The 
warming is severely threatening the earthly environment which has been suitable for the 
human species to exist in the past and the present. If the atmospheric concentration of 
these deadly greenhouse gases continues increasing, the global climate will become 
warmer. For instance,not only will the continuously rising temperature cause the world 
sea level rising but alsowill threat all the nations of low-lands situated in the oceans and 
along coastal areas. Moreover, it will make mid-latitudinal areas become drought 
regions. Especially, all developing third world nations will face more challenging 
dangers on further desertification and the whole world will suffer from frequent severe 
natural disasters (Ren and Lin, 2001:411).  
This paper attempted to conduct the study on The World According to Anna with 
the issue of a call for concern in global warming based on sociological perspective. This 
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study analyzed how a call for concern in global warming is reflected. The similarity 
between this study and the previous study is The World According to Anna novel as the 
objects and data sources. 
Laurenson and Swingewood (1972:11) proposes that sociology is essentially 
scientific study, objective study of man in society, or the study of social institutions and 
of social process. Literature and sociology are not wholly distinctive disciplines, but on 
the contrary, both are complement to each other in our understanding of society 
although historically they have tended to remain apart. The sociological study of 
literature is thus fairly late arrival, for although there are today well developed 
sociologies of religion, education, politics, and social change. Some conceptualization 
of the relationship between literature and society are rather straightforward: literature is 
a reflection of society, a force in society, or simply separate of social life (Wellek and 
Warren, 1962:110). 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The type of this study is library research. There are two objects of the study for 
this research; material object and formal object. The first material object of this research 
is novel entitled The World According to Anna written by Jostein Gaarder published on 
2015 by Weidenfeld & Nicolson. The second is formal object which focuses on global 
warming based on sociological perspective. Type of this data is text taken from The 
World According to Anna novel. There are two kinds of data sources in this study. The 
first is primary data source and the second is secondary data source. Primary data 
source of this study is novel entitled The World According to Anna. Secondary data 
sources are the books, journals, internet and other sources that support the analysis. In 
collecting data, the researcher takes some steps as follow: 1) Reading The World 
According to Anna novel. 2) Reading some related books to obtain the theory, data 
information. 3) Understanding parts of the related books based on the Gaarder’s The 
World According to Anna. 4) Writing the data on certain papers. 5) Classifying the data 
into groups according to categories elements of literary study. For the technique of data 
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analysis, the researcher uses three processes which relate to the each other, such as data 
reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. 
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
3.1 Indicators and Impacts of Global Warming 
3.1.1 Indicators of Global Warming 
In this novel, there are three indicators of global warming found, namely rising 
temperature, level sea water, and melting ice and snow. The following are the indicators 
of global warming according to Silver (2008) found in the novel. 
3.1.1.1 Rising Temperature 
In this research, the researcher found the rising temperature in the novel. The 
temperature rises on both land and sea. This novel tells thatwhen sea temperature rises it 
will make the coral and fish dying. It occurs since sea is too acidic. For more than a 
hundred years it was forced to swallow millions of tones of CO2. The second is land 
temperature arising that resulted in Siberia tundra getting warmer. The condition in 
Siberia tundra was bubbling and boiling caused by methane gas formed from the swamp 
as described from the novel. 
3.1.1.2 Sea Water level 
Sea level around the world has increased through small but measurable and 
statistically significant amount. It is not enough for an increase to affect any coastal 
areas or even to be noticeable. It is premature to look for consequences of sea level 
rising just yet. But scientists are now able to detect small changes in the sea level-both 
from sea gauges and from satellites in earth orbit. The novel also tells about how far sea 
level increased. As described by this novel, in the Pacific Ocean, many of the old coral 
islands are already under water; whole countries of the coastal islands have been washed 
away. Only buoys show where the land used to be, some have floating signs. 
3.1.1.3 Melting Ice and Snow 
Ice and snow that have been around for thousands of years have rapidly begun to 
melt and disappear. Approximately 10 percent of the earth’s land and 7 percent or its 
oceans are permanently covered by ice. The massive transformation of much of this ice 
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and snow to liquify is probably the most conspicuous indication of global warming. 
Thisnovel also tells there is melting and ice snow, in Arctic Ocean, which are dazzling 
and blue. The whole room is filled with light. There is no ice in sight, and today there is 
almost no wind. Only the ripples on the sea show that this is a live shot. 
3.1.2 Impacts of global warming 
In this novel there are four impacts of global warming namely, environmental 
degradation, decrease in food supply, climate change, and destruction of natural 
ecosystem. 
3.1.2.1 Environmental Degradation 
Environmental degradation in this novel occurs when the refugees come to 
Norway because their former region in which they lived cannot be liveable anymore so 
they should go out of there and seek for new place in new region. Population has grown 
five-fold for forty years in Norway. Besides, in the country side, there has never been 
warmer, wetter or greener than now, and the rivers looked browner. 
3.1.2.2 Decreasing Food Supply 
Decrease in food supply in the novel can be seen when there are food shortages 
in Somalia. Ester was a volunteer who brought the food for victim of famine. Ester came 
to Somalia with two her friends from Arab and America but they were kidnapped and 
taken as hostage. Asides Somalia, in Nova’s country also did emerge shortages. In this 
novel, there is also described a story that Nova was wearing high heels and walking 
under the red umbrella only going to the shop for lunch.  
3.1.2.3 Climate Change 
Climate change in this novel can be seen when there was no snow falling either 
on the mountain plateau or on the lowlands when New Year’s Eve the year Anna turned 
ten. New Year’s Eve was the time to play with snowdrifts but there was no snow there. 
Besides, climate change in this novel is also showed in North Africa and Middle-East 
which are no longer habitable, so they should go from their country. In this novel tells 
was described a story that theywere migrating to north, settling on the north-western 
coast of Norway. 
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 3.1.2.4 Destruction of Natural Ecosystem 
Destruction of natural ecosystem in the novel can be seen when New Year’s Eve 
the year Anna turned ten. In Anna’s village there were reindeer spotted down by the 
farms, and many people joked that Father Christmas might have left behind a couple on 
his rooftop travels. Besides, there were so many animals extinct. Through Lost 
Application, Nova got notifications which declared that iguana and monkey were 
extinct. It was so sad and tragic because in one day more than one animal declared to be 
extinct. The other destruction of natural ecosystem wass Amazon rainforest changing 
became the world’s largest savannah. Through EarthCam application Nova saw the earth 
condition and Nova knew that Amazon rainforest had change. 
3.2 The Depiction of A Call For Concern in Global Warming 
There are four things that support the story of concern of the novel such as 
creating characters, creating events, creating setting and diction. 
3.2.1 Creating Characters 
The first character is character being anxious about natural destruction. This 
character made by Jostein Gaarder through Anna Nyrud to contribute his concern to 
global warming. Anna Nyrud is student of Senior High School but her concern to global 
warming is so big. So many people include her parents thought that she was lunatic. But 
her doctor, Benjamin, says that she was not lunatic. She was just too worried about 
something and she admitted that she was worrying about global warming.  
The next character is character being victim of global warming, this character 
made by Jostein Gaarder through Nova. Nova is Anna’s granddaughter in her dream a 
day before her birthday. In this novel, Nova demanded Anna’s responsibility as old 
generation that lived before Nova. Properly Anna’s generation could save the world. 
Nova was angry to Anna, and demanded Anna to make world as beautiful as first. 
The last character is character being social worker, the name is Ester. Ester 
worked as a volunteer, she had so many experiences, and she ever helped victims of 
global warming. It was great experiences. When she was a volunteer in Somalia to carry 
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foodstuffs, then she was kidnapped and held hostage. Ester was one of the many people 
who had done concrete things to the problem of global warming by becoming a 
volunteer to help those affected by global warming.  
3.2.2 Creating Setting 
Setting in this novel is divided into two places. The first place is in polar climate 
place namely Norway. The setting can be seen when Anna was asked to consult with 
doctor in Oslo. Oslo is capital of Norway. The second is in tropical place namely 
Somalia.  The setting in Somalia can be seen when Ester enrolled as volunteer bring the 
food for victim of famine but then she kidnapped and taken as hostage. 
3.2.3 Creating Events 
There are four events in this novel that depicted a call for concern in global 
warming. The first is dreaming. Anna dreamt at night the day before 16th birthday to be 
her own grandchild. Through the eyes of that grandchild she had seen herself as a great 
grandmother. Her name in dream or her grandchild name is Nova. In her dream, tropical 
parts of the world had turned into deserts, and there was even more CO2 in the 
atmosphere. Thousands of species had died out and all the monkeys were gone. People 
had to hand-pollinate crops because bees had become extinct. Nature had been damaged. 
Civilization had almost broken down and the world’s population was so smaller than 
present day. Then came the wars for resources and soon it was all over. The second is 
sharing anxiety. Anna’s worried about global warming, so she always shared her worry 
to Jonas, Benjamin, and Ester. The third was planning to make environmental group. In 
this novel, Anna was told to have worries about global warming, so Dr. Benjamin 
suggested her to make environmental group with Jonas in their village.    
3.2.4 Diction  
Jostein Gaarder uses some diction to represent global warming in this novel. For 
example CO2, oil, released, carbon balance, atmosphere, gas, coal, methane, warmer, 
melt and climate change. Diction in this novel can be seen in conversation Anna with 
Benjamin. When Anna consulted with Benjamin, she asked Benjamin to tell about how 
much carbon dioxide released in atmosphere. Benjamin can explain it well; he said that 
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there is about forty percents more carbondioxide in the atmosphere than before people 
seriously started burning oil, coal and gas, cutting down forests and farming intensively. 
3.3 The Reason Why Global Warming Addressed in The World According to Anna 
The reason Jostein Gaarder addressed Global Warming in the novel because he 
wants to reveal about the dangerous of global warming and invite the reader to concern 
with global warming. In this novel, he also wants to show the impacts of global 
warming. He wants the readers to be aware that global warming is a serious problem. In 
addition, he wants to convey a message to the readers to start saving environment and 
reducing activities that can make earth damaged. 
4. DISCUSSION 
After analyzing The World According to Anna Novel, the next step to complete 
this research is correlating linkages between novel to writer and between issues to 
society. Jostein Gaarder is famous writer from Norway. His best known work is the 
novel Sophie’s World. It has been translated into 60 languages. So many literary works 
that he wrote. The Orange Girl, The Solitaire Mystery, Maya, Bibbi Bokkens Magische 
Bibliothek, The Ringmaster’s Daughter and many more. He often writes from the 
perspective of children, exploring their sense of wonder about the world. In this section 
Gaarder comes back with new story about environmental philosophy. Besides working 
as novel writer, Gaarder established Sophie Prize in 1997. Sophie Prize is an 
international award bestowed on foundations and individuals concerned with the 
environment. This award is given from 1998 to 2013. From explanation above, we 
know that Jostein Gaarder is environmental campaigner. There is strong relationship 
between novel and writer’s life. This novel tells about the dangers of global warming. 
Impact of global warming occurs in all living creatures. By writing this novel, Jostein 
Gaarder wants to give warning to the readers about global warming and invite the 
reader to more concern in global warming and world.  
Moreover, there is relationship between this novel and society. The issue of global 
warming is well-known in society. All people know the harmful effect of this thing. 
Impact of global warming occurs around the world such as US and Canada, Latin 
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America, Africa, Asia and Australia as described on the novel. According to May and 
Caron (2009:12), in the U.S. and Canada, average temperatures have been increase 
because of climate change. As a result, the growing season has lengthened; trees have 
been sucking in more carbon, and farms have been more productive. The heater weather 
hasn’t been all good news, however. Many plants and animals are spreading farther 
north to adapt to climate changes, affecting the existing species in the areas to which 
they’re moving. 
Besides that, in Latin America, May and Caron (2009:14) said that the rain 
patterns have been changing significantly. More rainsare falling in some places, such as 
Brazil, and less in others, such as southern Peru. Glaciers across the continent are 
melting.In Europe, the IPCC reports a 99-percent chance that Europe will experience 
other unfavorable climate changes. These changes may include increased occurrence of 
rock falls in some mountainous regions because of melting permafrost loosening 
mountain walls. Global warming also happened in Asia. The IPCC reports that 
mangroves, coral reefs, and wetlands will be harmed by higher sea levels and warming 
water temperatures. On a brighter note, with rising saltwater intruding into fresh water, 
both fish that thrive in slightly salty water and the industry that fishes them are expected 
to benefit 
5. CONCLUSION  
Based on the analysis and discussion on the previous chapter, the study comes to 
following conclusions. First, there are three indicators of global warming and four 
impacts of global warming. Three indicators of global warming are rising temperature, 
sea level, and melting ice and snow. Four impacts of global warming are environmental 
degradation, climate change, decreasing food and destruction of natural ecosystem. 
Second, there are five things that support the story of a call for concern in global 
warming of the novel, namely creating characters, setting, events and diction. The last is 
the reason why Jostein Gaarder addressed a call for concern in global warming in his 
novel such as to reveal the dangerous of global warming, to invite the reader to concern 
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with global warming, to convey a message to the readers to start saving environment 
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